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Saturday, March 13 
SAWS Spring Bloom 
7:30am-1:30pm 
SAWS Hdqs.  
281 N. at Mulberry 
     
 
Friday-Saturday, March 12-13 
9am-4pm Both Days 
San Antonio Garden Center 
Plant Sale 
San Antonio Garden Center 
     
 
Monday, March 15 
12n-3pm 
Essentials of Gardening  
San Antonio Garden Center 
 
Session 1:   
Back to Basics: Spring Vegetable 
Gardening with Dr. Tom Harris 
 
Session 2:  
Preparing Your Lawn and Beds for 
Spring with Ron Csehil  
     
Saturday, March 27    NEW 
Texas Olive Festival 
9am-4pm 
Sandy Oaks Olive Orchard 
Elmendorf 
     
 
Monday, April 19 
12n-3pm 
Essentials of Gardening 
San Antonio Garden Center 
 
Session 1:  
Herbs, and Tomatillos with Judy 
Barrett , editor and publisher of 
Texas Homegrown Magazine and 
the books, What Can I Do With My 
Herbs, Tomatillos—A Gardener’s 
Dream, A Cook’s Delight, and How 
to Become an Organic Gardener in 
7 Easy Steps.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Anne Schiller 
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Left to right:  Diane Dondero , Rob DeRocher , Jo Fletcher , Judie Lopez  and 
Pete Mendiola . What a great event enjoyed by everyone who worked that 
day, which also incuded Anne Schiller , Cheryl Gorhum , Karen Stamm , Tom 
Harris  and Veronica Gard . The event was sponsored by the Guadalupe 
County Master Gardeners. 
 

 
 

There’s Nothing Like a Couple 
of Broken Bones to Slow You 
Down! 

--Anne Schiller 
 
A great day at the Grow Local Festival in Schertz…followed up the next day 
with a “slip and fall” resulting in a broken ankle and surgery.  The culprit—a 
slippery laminate floor in my house.  So, I’m stuck sitting around with my leg 
elevated, interrupted by the occasional hobble-around on a walker or a longer 
roll-around in a wheel chair.  It may be two or three months before I’m fully up 
and walking upright again.  But, oh well—life happens!!   
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This means that our Garden Happy Hours will be starting up next 
month!  �Watch for details coming soon.  

�
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Wounded Warrior Center  
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Many thanks to everyone who worked on this project last 
Saturday morning, March 6—and project chair Melody  
McMahon  is calling for a second day of hands-on work 
this coming Tuesday, March 16 . More than 50 flats of 
annuals are being delivered that morning.  
 
Show up around 9am or contact Melody directly at 481-
2923 (home) or 625-1502 (cell).  
  
  E-mail: melodym1222@yahoo.com   
 
She will also be available to answer questions at 
Monday’s Essentials class at Garden Center.  
 
Pitching in at the first workday last week--Jeannette 
Martin , Cheryl  Gorhum , Bob Carter , Maggie Harlan , 
Jo Fletcher  and Josie Waddell .   After a tour of the 
center and gardens, the team focused on the rose 
bushes, and were then treated to lunch by the Center’s 
kitchen volunteers.   
 
If you signed up to work on March 6, but could not 
find the WWC, contact Melody for exact location and  
directions.  

�

Leon Valley Earthwise Living Day 
�

Another good year at this event on Saturday, February 
27, even though it was shorter hours this year.  Thanks 
to these volunteers who worked:  Dee Emory, Bob 
Carter, Sharon Hughes, Jean Johnson, Josie 
Waddell  and Terry Chandler.   Jack Hoover helped 
with plant transport and event set-up and take down. 

 
 

Basura Bash—Saturday, March 27 
�

Salado Creek activist Charles Bartlett  has asked us to 
put out a call for volunteers for the annual “Basura Bash” 
clean-up of local river and lake banks.  This year there 
will be clean up events at 16 different locations, including 
points along the San Antonio River, Woodlawn Lake, 
Salado Creek, Olmos Creek and many other sites.  A 
complete list can be found at www.basurabash.org. The 
date is Saturday, March 27, 9am-12n.  Advance 
registration online or at 858-8520 is encouraged. 
Volunteers will receive t-shirts/totes, and lunch.  The 
clean-up and litter recycling event has been held for the 
past 16 years and is the largest single-day waterway 
clean-up in Texas.  
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NEW! 
 

Texas Olive Festival 
official sign-up now underway 

NOTE:  This year, GVST is doing this event 
instead of the Encino Park Home and Garden 
Show, which happens the same day.  
 
Date:    Saturday, March 27 
 
Place:   Sandy Oaks Olive Orchard 
              (25195 Mathis Road in Elmendorf) 
 
Shifts:    9am-12n (event starts at 10am) 
             12n-2p 
              2-5p  (includes take-down at 4p) 
 
     Help will also be needed to set-up 
                between 9am-3pm Friday; or 7-9am 
                Saturday morning.   More details about 
    set-up coming soon. 
 
Sell plants, publications and distribute information 
about watersaving gardening and GVST. 
 
Event Info:  www.ideisanantonio.org or  
                   www.sandyoaks.com 
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SAS Shoe Factory Landscape Work  

Begins Within the Next Week  
 

Details:  
 
Last year, a group of GVST volunteers helped 
the employees of SAS Shoes spruce up the 
several pocket gardens they have created on 
and around the parking lot of the SAS company 
store, located at 101 New Laredo Highway at 
South Zarzamora. They’re an avid group of 
gardeners and have asked us back to help them 
again next year.  It will take a few week day 
mornings to accomplish.  Diane Dondero  is 
chairing the project and she’ll be getting more 
date and time details on Friday.   
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From the National Weather Service Austin/San Antonio: 
Hydrological Outlook Spring 2010 

 
 
 
NOTE: Ran across this a week or so ago when looking 
up the forecast on the National Weather Service 
website. 
 
…SPRING FLOOD OUTLOOK FOR SOUTH CENTRAL 
TEXAS… 
 
…The potential for flood conditions will 
be above normal this spring across the 
hydrologic service area… 
 
…Existing Conditions… 
 
RAINFALL-Rainfall has been above normal 
across the region since the start of the 
year. Wetter than normal conditions began 
back in September 2009 and have continued 
through the winter. Rainfall totals since 
January 1 st  are 150 to 450 percent of 
normal. Since September 2009 San Antonio 
has recorded the 30.70 inches of rain. 
This makes this six month period the 
second wettest on record. Records date 
back to 1885. 
 
SOIL MOISTURE-Due to the six month wet 
spell, soil moisture values are wet to 
abnormally wet. These wet conditions are 
limiting the field work that farmers are 
able to complete. If these wet conditions 
continue then the spring planting could 
be impacted. 
 
GROUND WATER CONDITIONS-Aquifer levels 
remain above historical averages for this 
time of year. Many springs are also 
flowing at levels not seen for over two 
years due to a severe drought that 
plagued the region. 
 
DROUGHT CONDITIONS-Drought is no longer 
prevalent across the region. The only 
drought noted in the region is abnormally 
dry conditions that remained in a few 
counties in the Rio Grande Plains. 
Continued long term improvements are 
expected if wetter conditions continue. 
 
METEOROLOGICAL OUTLOOK-Rainfall 
opportunities increase in the March to 
June period before drier conditions 
arrive in July. During the March to June 
time frame it is common for fronts to 
stall or move very slowly across the 
region. These situations can create  
severe weather and significant rainfall 
events. Current observations and long  
 
 

term outlooks are showing the El Nino 
event in the equatorial region of the 
eastern Pacific to continue through the 
North American spring. This would provide 
greater chances for above normal 
precipitation and below normal 
temperatures.  
 
…Long Term Outlook… 
 
The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) 
Outlooks indicate greater chances for 
below normal temperatures and above 
normal precipitation.  
 
…Spring Flood Outlook… 
 
Rises on area rivers are common in spring 
due to increased rainfall. With the 
wetter than normal conditions currently 
in place there is a greater chance for 
widespread significant flooding… 
especially during moderate to heavy 
rainfall events. 
  
 
Well…we’ll see what happens!   
 
If you want to keep track...bookmark this website:  
http://forecast.weather.gov and type in “San Antonio, 
Texas” at the top of the left hand menu.  
 
Also, if you’d like to join the National Weather Service’s 
CoCoRaHS weather reporting network and contribute 
rainfall amounts in your neighborhood, sign up here: 
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lot/?n=cocorahs. 
 
 
 

We don’t get a lot of requests for Aloe 
Vera but recently received this E-mail 
from gardener Barbara Lampkin:   
 
“I am looking for mature Aloe plants. All 
of mine froze. Does anybody in GVST 
have any left?  Please contact me at  
Babs1@satx.rr.com or 495-7878 
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