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6338 N. New Braunfels #252

(210) 251-8101  www.GardeningVolunteers.org

Saturday, June 12

South Texas Top Tomato
Contest

10am-2pm

Milberger's Landscape Nursery

Bulverde Rd. @ N. Loop 1604 W.

Monday, June 14

GVST Board Meeting
12n

El Chapparell Restaurant
1604 @ Redland Road

Thursday, June 17

Garden Happy Hour

6-8pm

412 Tower in Hill Country Village
Hosted by Melody McMahon

Monday, June 21

Essentials of Gardening Class
12n-3p
SA Garden Center

Session #1
"Patio Citrus" with Dr. Larry Stein

Wounded Warrior Family Support
Center

Landscape Work

Tuesdays, 9am-12n

Ft. Sam Houston Near New BAMC

GVST 9th Anniversary
Celebration

in July

...Looking for ideas for place /
program from

creative GVST thinkers!

Milberger's
Spring Top Tomato Contest

(This) Saturday, June 12

What a fun event... whether you're entering the
contest or volunteering to help stage the event.

Entries will be accepted between 10am-12n.
Judging starts at 12:15pm. Each family who submits
an entry will receive a $10 gift certificate redeemable at Milberger's on
Contest Day (this Saturday). Complete entry details and tips on what
judges look for are included at the end of this newsletter.

Need volunteers--, see page 3!

June 21 Essentials Class

Dr. Larry Stein, fruit and nut specialist
with Texas AgriLIFE Extension Service
(Uvalde office) will be the main speaker
at the June 21 Essentials of
Gardening class....his topic:
Growing Patio Citrus--as an e
ornamental, or for fruit. Dr. Stein is a frequent contributor to Texas Gardener
magazine, as well as taking over the GVST greenhouse operations propagating
drought tolerant plants for the Texas Superstar™ and GVST plant sales. Last
year, Larry conducted a plant propagation workshop at the greenhouse on
Seale Road.

Thursday, June 17
6-8pm
Hosted by: Melody McMahon
412 Tower in Hill Country Village
BYOB and an appetizer or salad

We had the opportunity to visit Melody's yard last fall after the
drought, now we'll return to see it after the rains---what a
difference 6 months can make!
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Rob DeRocher (right) sells a Bonanza Yellow Rose at SAWS'
Garden Jazz Party.

--photo by Randy Mass

Dee Emory is ready for the plant sale to start at Garden
Jazz.
--photo by Randy Mass

Volunteer News

GVST Staffs Two Major Spring Events ~
Many, Many Thanks to ...

SAWS Garden Jazz Party, Sunday May 2

Quite a bit of shuffling the last couple of days to have all
of our basis covered--thanks to everyone who were
moved around at the last minute. Weather great--but
many reports of heavy traffic and limited parking! Getting
there and doing that: Sandra Lyssy, Loretta Van
Coppenolle, Bob Carter, Terry Chandler, Jo Fletcher
Collette Griffin, James Griffin, Maggie Harlan, Man  ny
Zamora, Cal Eichler, Diane Dondero, Jo Genzer,
Veronica Gard, Pete Mendiola, Mary Lou Ruiz, Jane
Rackley and Karen Stamm.

Drip Irrigation demos both morning and afternoon--Dr.
Tom Harris, Ron Csehil

And manning the GVST Booth-- Dee Emory, Emily
Russell, Deborah Berg, Virgie Vargo, Ann Garcia, Ca rl
Nentwich and Helen Nolen.

Thank you to those of you who stayed all day and worked
a double shift at different locations, and to Rob DeRocher
for setting up, taking down and pretty much being in
charge of GVST event operations that day
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Festival of Flowers, Saturday May 29
At the City-Wide Plant Exchange Booth:

Coordinator Lyn Komada, Melody McMahon, Jeanette
Martin, Jane Rackley, Cheryl Gorhum, Sharon
Hughes, Sue Riggs, Bob Carter, Loretta Van
Coppenolle, Carl Nentwich, Helen Nolen, Elizabeth
Luna, Lan and Jim Eng, Diane Dondero, Helen Mauk,
Sheila Mangra and Mary Lou Daughtery.

At the GVST Plant Sale Booth:

Dee Emory, Judie Lopez, Jo Fletcher, Sandra Lyssy,
Manny Zamora, Alton & Lynda Fischer, Maggie

Harlan, Jean Johnson, Anne Ingamells, Terry

Chandler, Patti Eastman, David Dawson and Veronica
Gard.

Movers, Shakers. Roamers, & Troubleshooters:

Rob DeRocher, Dr. Larry Stein, Jack Hoover, Mary
Quandt , Diane Dondero, Jeanette Martin, Melody
McMahon, Mac McClintock, Dr. Tom Harris, Pete
Mendiola and Randy Mass.

Judging, Leon Valley Landscape
Beautification Contest, Saturday May 22

An annual event that we are always pleased to do --- Dee
Emory led volunteers Bob Carter and Brian Hough at
the request of the City of Leon Valley Beautification
Committee.



....Volunteer News

...continued from page 2

PLUS...
Planting, Mitchell Lake Raffle Winner

It's not often that volunteers are
called on to plant a garden in the
Dominion--but that's what
happened on

Saturday May 22.

Every year, Mitchell Lake Audubon Center sells chances
to win a professionally designed and installed garden as a
fundraiser. The winner of this year's contest was a
resident in the Dominion. The butterfly garden was
designed by landscape architect Terry Lewis . Compost,
mulch and plants were all provided from contest funds.
Dr. Calvin Finch coordinated the planting and called on
volunteers Diane Dondero , Jack Hoover , Wassel Beal
and Ron Csehil to assist.

GVST Volunteers Shine

at Festival of Flowers Competitions:

Congratulations to Sheila Mangra and Nancy
McClintock .

Nancy won first place in the Floral Design Challenge. The
invitational event includes students who have participated
in the Floral Design School at San Antonio Garden
Center, Challenge sponsor. Entrants were required to
bring a container fitting the theme ("Spanish Splendor")
and make an arrangement "on the spot" using the flowers
and greenery provided by San Antonio Flower Co.--
flowers that they had not seen until that morning.

Sheila took home three awards in the first Alamo Area
Horticulture Show and Competition, sponsored by Texas
AgriLIFE Extension Service, Bexar County Master
Gardeners and the Texas Nursery & Landscape
Association. She won:
1st Place

Dish Garden (sprouts in a soil-less medium)
1st Place

Container (kitchen sink garden)

1st Place
Vegetables & Fruit (squash)
3rd Place

Cut Foliage specimen

(see page 4 for Sheila's secret to soil-less sprout gardens)
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Saturday, June 12

Spring Top Tomato Contest
Milberger's Nursery

Loop 1604 @ Bulverde Rd.
10am-2pm

Need 2 more volunteers 10am-12n to help

accept entries and distribute gift certificates to entrants.
Need 2 more volunteers 12n-2p to distribute info about
GVST, sell publications and assist Tom Harris and Ron
Csehil with Drip Irrigation demos.

Ongoing

Landscape Planting, Maintenance
Wounded Warrior Family Center,
Ft. Sam Houston near new BAMC
Every Tuesday, 8:30am-ish - 11

Contact Melody McMahon for directions and more info.
Bring gloves and tools. If you are also a Master
Gardener, work at the WWC has now been approved for
MG hours. Melody: 481-2923, cell: 625-1502

E-mail: melodym1222@yahoo.com. Or talk to Melody
at the next Essentials Class, Monday June 21.

Alamo Forest Partnership
Meetings : last Thursday of each month, 2pm,
usually at the City of San Antonio's "One

Stop" Development Offices, 1901 S. Alamo
downtown.

Represent GVST on this civic project committee that
promotes tree preservation, and increasing the tree
canopy throughout the city. This is the group that
sponsors tree-giveaway and planting events, and the
annual Arbor Day celebration. A great opportunity to
work with other civic, conservation and government
organizations. Meetings are fun and informal. Contact
Anne Schiller for more details at 251-8101 or
anne@anneschiller.com.




Page 4
2 2

3

Photographer

Garden Conservancy Tour
Date(s) TBA

...continued from page 3

GVST is coordinating the 2010 Garden Conservancy
Tour, Saturday October 24. A call for volunteer docents
will go out shortly, but for now we need a talented
volunteer to take pictures of the individual landscapes for
use in publicity, presentations, etc. You'll visit the yards
with the local Garden Conservancy representative, Joann
Neal. If you can, or know someone who can, donate your
time and talent, contact Anne at 251-8101 or
anne@anneschiller.com.

Mentor for Eagle Scout

Fox Run Elementary School
6111 Fox Creek (Off Nacogdoches near
Comanche Look Out Point)

Lisa Hinson was referred to us by Bob Webster at Shades
of Green. Her son is an Eagle Scout and the principal of
Fox Run has agreed to let him install a native plant
garden as one of his Eagle Scout projects. He needs
advice on how to get started, help with a design plant,
plant selection, and what he will need other scouts to do
as project members. If you'd like to mentor Zack, contact
Anne at 251-8101 or anne@anneschiller.com.

Dr. Tom Harris Now "Omni-Media"

Several years ago, before she went to

KVHC prison, Martha Stewart announced that

Kerrville 15 she was forming her "OmniMedia"

Gatle0KvCametiCPEgnm  corporation--which  encompassed her

presence on radio, television, the internet and her
magazine.

Now, the same can be said for Tom Harris, almost (and
he probably won't become as rich as Martha). Already a
book author, a blogger for the Express-News, master of
his own website, and a weekly regular on KLUP's
gardening show--now he's on TV!

KVHC -TV in Kerrville has tapped Tom to be the semi-
regular host of their Saturday morning gardening show,
where he not only talks gardening, he takes viewer calls!

Tom also has redesigned and launched his new website.
Check it out at www.TheHillCountryGardener.com.

Sheila Mangra's
Soil-less Sprout Garden

Before entering the Alamo Area Horticulture Show at the
Festival of Flowers, Sheila had been contemplating
different ways to grow sprouts as a dish garden, without
the mess of sand or soil.

Here is what she came up with--

Using a recycled container, Sheila laid window screening
across the bottom for drainage. Next, she added a layer
of small gravel. To make the individual "containers" for
the small seeds, she first cut small Dixie and yogurt cups
and set them down into the gravel, flush, so their edges
didn't show. Each cup had it's own drainage hole.

Then, she placed in each cup a clean, cracked egg shell--
again with small holes pierced in the bottom of each shell
for drainage. She then placed a cotton ball in the bottom
of each egg shell, as the growing medium. Seeds spread
on top of the cotton, which she kept moist at all times.
She then finished off the garden with gravel so that only
the tops of the egg shells and the growing sprouts were
visible, not the edges of the paper cups.

Within a week, she had her first crop of sprouts. She
keeps her sprout garden in her kitchen where they are
kept cool and airy under the breeze of her fan--preventing
mildew that can develop when sprouts are grown in a jar.

Her sprout garden won a Blue Ribbon in the Special
Displays division: dish gardens and terrariums.

8 )

Anne Ingamells
9622 Circle S Drive
Helotes, TX 78023
(210) 695-8384
aingamells@att.net

Anne has attended our classes at the invitation of
volunteer Maggie Harlan. Her first event was working at
the Festival of Flowers.

Beatrice Moreno

422 East Mistletoe

SA, TX 78212

(210) 737-6442
beatrice_moreno@att.net

Beatrice is a member of the San Antonio Daylily Society
and enjoys growing herbs and vegetables. She has
attended Essentials classes at the invitation of David
Dawson. She is retired from Southwest Research
Institute, which is where David also works.



After months of trying to track down it's name and origin,
it's now known as the Wiede Rose , so named by Dr.
Jerry Parsons , after GVST Volunteer and rose grower,
Dorothy Wiede, who has the rose growing in her yard.

Maybe you purchased one at a GVST Plant Sale this
Spring.

Legend has it that when Dorothy Wiede was a hospital
nurse years some 40 years ago, a patient who lived on
the southeast side of San Antonio brought a rose to the
hospital to place next to the bed. Dorothy admired it and
was given a cutting that she propagated for her yard.

Jerry checked around, including asking world-renown rose
expert Greg Grant of Arcadia, but no one still seems to
know what it is. Jerry says "we don't think it is an antique
rose because of the unusual color. Anybody got any
ideas?"

Jerry's brother Dr. Lynn Parsons , who lives in Ohio
found a rose named "Conservation" that has the same
coloration of the "Wiede" Mystery Rose. Jerry adds,
"NOW we have to wonder if it is a seedling of one of the
parents of the "Conservation" rose and/or how it got to
San Antonio nearly 100 years ago!?!?"

Then, Jerry received an E-mail from a KLUP Garden
Show listener, Sally Estrada , who sent pictures of a
similar rose, and wrote "These pictures are of the rose |
had...it was called the Playboy Rose (http://www.rose-
gardening-made-easy.com/Playboy-rose.html)  that |
bought at a nursery here in San Antonio. | called in a few
weeks ago to see if you all thought the Mystery Rose was
this variety....I found these images recently that | had
taken of it before | lost it to the extreme heat last year
while we were on vacation."

"So," Jerry adds, "after months of asking and researching,
we still have no positive ID. This rose could be a seedling
of any of the rose or rose progeny we have considered.
So, until proved otherwise, this rose will be named the
"Weide Rose " and be considered an Antique Rose since
we know it is over 75 years old.".

Page 5
Look for New
US Hardiness Zone Map

The USDA is about to launch a new hardiness zone map
online. The new map will be an interactive, web-friendly
and based on Geographic Information Systems.

Gardening blogger Graham Rice interviewed Kim Kaplan
of the USDA who says that it will be far more than just a
printed map. In particular, using a web interface will make
it possible to see the boundaries between one zone and
the next in far greater detail. The map is actually
produced by the Agriculture Research Service, which is a
branch of the USDA.

Because there are so many people now using the internet
for both personal and business research, and because
commercial growers also use the map as reference, the
new map will be published once a hosting service is found
that is capable of handling (without crashing) what is
expected to be a huge number of users all trying to
access the new map at one time, and at any given time.

Kaplan told Rice that the "mitigation of extreme low
temperatures by nearby, large bodies of water will be
visible for the first time, as will the presence of cold
sheltered valleys and mountain tops. The warming effect
of asphalt and concrete of major urban areas will also be
visible in many locations."

According to Kaplan, the current map was issued in 1990,
based on weather data from 1974-1986. The new map
will be based on weather data from 1976-2005, as well as
through the use of more weather stations located
throughout the US.

Rice published his interview with Kaplan in March, 2010.
and reminded his readers that the system can never be
used more than as a guide, and that other factors such as
soil drainage and exposure to cold winds are also a factor.

Graham Rice's blog covers gardening and plants across
the country and across the Atlantic. Find it at
http://transatlanticplantsman.typepad.com

This is the Stillwell

House at Ft. Sam
Houston, also
known as the
Commander's
House. Watch for
news about an
upcoming GVST
landscape planting
project in time for
a visit from the

National Historic
Trust this October.



