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6338 N. New Braunfels #252
(210) 251-8101  www.GardeningVolunteers.org

April 15, 2010

Sunday, May 2

SAWS Garden Jazz Party
10am-2pm

San Antonio Botanical Garden

Saturday, May 8

2010 Watersaver Landscape
Tour

9am-3pm

Locations TBA

Watch your E-mail and mail

for docent volunteer opportunities
coming later this week.

Monday, May 17

Essentials of Gardening Class
12n-3pm
San Antonio Garden Center

Session 1: "Growing Cut Flowers
Year Round" with Dr. Calvin
Finch

Session 2: "Yard to Vase"
with Floral Designer Henry
DelLeon

Saturday, May 29

Festival of Flowers
9am-5pm
Alazafar Shrine

Set-Up, Friday 12n-6p
City Wide Plant Exchange
& GVST Booth

Wounded Warrior Family Support
Center

Landscape Work

Tuesdays, 9am-12n

Ft. Sam Houston Near New BAMC

May... Already?

Yes...and for GVST volunteers, the month begins and ends with two of our
biggest events of the year.

SAWS Garden Jazz Festival on Sunday, May 2 . Sign-ups going well.. see
page 3 for who has signed up and how many more we'll need!

Festival of Flowers, Saturday, May 29 . Two booths to be manned. Again,
see page 3 for who has signed up so far and how many more we need for
optimum coverage!

Plus-- details in the works and coming in a separate E-mail for the annual
Watersaver Landscape Contest Tour Saturday, May 9.

Gardening--the Old Fashioned Way--Coming to the
May 17 Essentials of Gardening Class

--Anne Schiller

A few decades ago, home gardeners focused not so much on the landscape as
they did the pleasure of growing flowers, vegetables and fruits.

Besides growing food for the family table and preserving the season's harvest
for later, gardeners also scoured seed catalogues for plants that would produce
pretty blooms that were beautiful in the garden, and made lasting bouquets
inside.

Several GVST volunteers recently attended the Floral Design School offered by
San Antonio Garden Center, and when the instructor, Henry DelLeon ,
presented a class on how to take the most common of yard vegetation and
make it into something spectacular for the table, | got requests to invite him to
do a similar program for the May Essentials class.

Before Henry's presentation, we'll hear from Dr. Calvin Finch who will repeat a
popular presentation he did for us several years ago on "Growing Cut Flowers
"Year Round". Calvin will offer his suggestions for
flowering plants that will survive and thrive in our
area, and tips on growing them based on his own
large cut-flower garden.

You're also invited to bring cuttings of annuals,
perennials and native plants (foliage and
blooming) from your own yard to see what Henry
can do with your selections, including how to
make them last longer.

Profusion zinnias are showy

in the yard, and a great
addition to a summer bouquet.

(If you keep getting the old website, remove it as one
of your bookmarks and re-enter the address to
connect with the new site.)
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--photos by Tom Harris

(left to right) Ron Csehil , Mac & Nancy McClinock , Henry
Cardenas.

Linda Higby

Jeanette Martin

and Melody McMahon
helped

Cheryl set-up and
decorate.

Many of us who have volunteered at the Botanical
Garden knew and worked with John Gil.

The Botanical Society sent out word today that John
died while visiting in San Francisco over the weekend.
No other details are known, but funeral arrangements
are pending.

Society Director Candace Andrews , wrote "John retired
from the Botanical Garden staff about two years ago,
after over 20 years of service as maintenance
supervisor. He was someone very special to all of us--
our "go to" person when we had major events. For the
past two years, John continued to help the Society staff
in event coordination. He loved this Garden and knew it
in a way that no one else did."

Tom Harris Wins Two State-Wide
Texas Master Gardener Awards

The awards were presented at the annual Master
Gardener state conference earlier this month. Tom won
3rd place in the Mass Media category for Way to Grow,
the blog he writes regularly for the Express-News
website, MySA.com; and in Graphic Presentation for
Constructing Raised Beds for Successful Gardening in
South Texas.

...and Publishes a New Book!

Tom and Ron Csehil have collaborated on a new book
which should be off the press and available at classes
and events within this next month.

The book is a combination of instruction on drip irrigation
and raised bed gardening, emphasizing the spacing of
plants so that people may do intensive gardening in
small areas.

The book includes several hundred pictures of the
various aspects of the Drip Line process--all but three or
four were taken by either Tom or Ron. For easy
reference, there is a comprehensive, three-page index.

Dr. Calvin Finch wrote the forward, and volunteer
Randy Mass helped with editing. The book will sell for
$32.95.

SAWS Honored By
Texas Landscape Architects

The award was for Environmental Stewardship,
recognizing SAWS as an organization that has had a
significant impact on environmental awareness or policy
in Texas. The presenters cited SAWS ongoing efforts to
promote drought-tolerant and native plants for low-water
landscapes, the Watersaver Lane exhibit at the
Botanical Garden and the Watersaver Landscape
Rebate program.

Walk Across Texas Fiesta Plant Sale

It was a dark and stormy day Saturday, April 17 as Tom
Harris and Ron Csehil conducted Drip-Line Gardening
demos at the annual Botanical Garden Fiesta event.
This year's sale was a short one--only 9am til 12n, but
productive for the folks who stopped by to learn the
benefits of building and installing their own drip irrigation
systems. We also sold a few plants, thanks to
volunteers Cheryl Gorhum , Jeannette McDonald and
Melody McMahon .
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Sunday, May 2 SAWS Garden Jazz Party / Botanical Garden
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8am Help Rob DeRocher Unload Plants and Set-Up Boot h Charley Pond, Cal Eichler

GVST Booth 9:30am-12n 12n-2:30pm
Dee Emory Dee Emory
Emily Russell Manny Zamora
Virgie Vargo Ann Garcia
Cal Eichler Helen Nolen
Maggie Harlan Elizabeth Luna
Watersaver Garden 9:30am-12n 12n-2:30pm
Lyn Komada Plant Selection Karen Stamm Plant Selection
James Giriffin Plant Selection Shirley Gebhardt Plant Selection

Sandra Lyssy Plant Selection (need two_more in Plant Selection)
Shirley Gebhardt Irrigation
Collette Griffin Irrigation

(need one _more in irrigation)

Jo Genzer Irrigation
(need two more in irrigation)

Manny Zamora Soil and Mulch Terry Chandler Soil and Mulch
Bob Carter Soil and Mulch (need two_more in Soil and Mulch

Jo Fletcher Soil and Mulch

Terry Chandler Maintenance Mary Lou Ruiz Maintenance

(need two_more in Maintenance) (need two_more in Maintenance)

Assist Tom Harris and Ron
Csehil with Special Drip Line
Demo

(need one or two) (need one or two)

Festival of Flowers
+

Saturday, May 29

2-5pm Friday, May 28 Help Rob DeRocher Set- up Boot  h(s)

GVST Booth Plant Exchange Booth (Lyn Komada Coordinator)
8:30-11am 8:30-11am

Judie Lopez Lyn Komada

Jo Fletcher Melody McMahon

Jeanette Martin
Cheryl Gorhum
Jane Rackley
Virgil Powell
Sharon Hughes

Sandra Lyssy
(need at last one_or two more)

1lam-2pm 1lam-2pm
Alton Fischer Lyn Komada

Lynda Fischer
Maggie Harlan
Jean Johnson

2-5:30pm
Terry Chandler
Patti Eastman
David Dawson

(need at least five_more)

2-5:30pm  (includes post-exchange sale, 3-5pm)
Lyn Komada
(need at least three more)
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Welcome New Volunteers

Paula Gray

1719 Salt Lick Rd.
SA, TX 78232

(210) 545-1785 home
pj_gray@earthlink.net

Paula was a volunteer a few years ago and is returning after a
hiatus. She is a GNP, epidemiologist at Ft. Sam Houston. She
is also active in the Heritage Oaks Neighborhood Association,

where Ron Csehil did a presentation on Thursday, April 15.

Shere Henrici

3506 Hunters Gate

SA, TX 78230

(210) 493-6997
lavitabella45@gmail.com

Shere is an avid backyard gardening and was referred to us by
Marilyn Magaro of TDA, who she met at the Texas Olive
Festival. She was looking for a group who was involved in
education and community gardens. We referred her to the
Green Space Alliance for the community gardens, but after she
visited our website, decided to join our ranks for the education.

New Event at This Year's
Festival of Flowers

Show Off Your Plant in
Alamo Area Horticulture Show and Competition

Home gardeners are invited to show off their prized plants at
this year's Festival of Flowers on Saturday, May 29 at Alzafar
Shrine, 901 N. Loop 1604 West.

The first Alamo Area Horticulture Show is sponsored by the
Texas AgriLIFE Extension Service, the Bexar County Master
Gardeners and the Texas Nursery and Landscape Association.

Entry guidelines and rules are posted on the Festival website
at www.SAFestivalofFlowers.com, or call the Bexar County
Master Gardeners at (210) 467-6575 for more information or
to request the guidelines be sent by mail.

Awards will be given in nine different categories--potted foliage
plants, blooming plants, and cactus and succulents; cut
specimens of blooming and foliage plants; hanging baskets;
dish gardens and terrarium plants; container gardens; and
vegetables and fruit.

End of An Era

At the April class, Judy Barrett , our speaker on tomatillos
and herbs confirmed that she has stopped publishing the
bi-monthly Homegrown: Good Sense Organic Gardening
for Texas. For many years, it's been distributed free at
nurseries and garden centers, but Judy says it's time to
move on and to other things. After many, many years of
Homegrown, she'll now focus more on writing and
speaking. The last issue was published in January.
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THE STORY:

Right before the Center formally opened in December, 2008, a
call went out to local gardening organizations asking for
assistance in planting and prepping the grounds for the grand
opening.

Since that time, one dedicated volunteer has faithfully returned
regularly to weed, prune, plant and hand-water--GVST
volunteer Melody McMahon . GVST has sponsored a few
formal work days and some of our volunteers stop by
periodically to pitch in.

This is a very worthwhile project and we are proud to help.
The center serves the families who come to San Antonio to
stay while their sons, daughters, brothers and sisters are
recovering at BAMC from war-related injuries, and undergoing
rehab at the Wounded Warrior Center.

And, we've all learned about the healing powers of beautiful
gardens and environs.

If you'd like to join the group, just bring your to ols and
gloves most any Tuesday between 9am-12n. To confir m
workdays, contact Melody McMahon by E-mail at

melodym1222@yahoo.com _; or call her at 481-2923 (home)
or 625-1502 (cell).

HOW TO GET THERE: The Center is located at 3138 Rawley
E. Chambers at Ft. Sam Houston. Take 35 North or South and
exit at Benz-Engleman. Take George Beach Road into Ft. Sam
Houston. On George Beach, turn left at the first stop sign and
continue. Then, turn left again at the 2nd stop sign. Follow the
road until you see the water tower with the letters, WFSC on
it...or look for the building above.

The web address is www.fortsamhoustonmwr.com. Gardening
is more fun when you're gardening with friends!

Saturday, May 15
1-4pm Free!

San Antonio Garden Center
Floral Designs * Seminars
Photo Competition
Gorgeous Daylilies for Sale!




